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Continuing Medical Education 
Board-by-Board Overview 

63/67 boards require substantial (≥ 15 hours per year) CME. 
55/67 boards require content-specific CME. 

24/67 boards allow CME equivalents. 

Note: Under the federal Medication Access and Training Expansion (MATE) Act, beginning with DEA initial registrations or renewals starting June 27, 2023, all DEA-registered 
practitioners (with the exception of DVM-only license holders) are required 8 hours on treating and managing patients with opioid or other substance use disorders, including the 
appropriate clinical use of all FDA-approved drugs for the treatment of a substance use disorder, one-time only. 

SMB 
Substantial CME 

required? 
CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

AL YES YES 

25 hours per year; all must be AMA PRA Category 1. (ALBME Guidance) 

Effective January 1, 2018, all Alabama Controlled Substance Certificate (ACSC) holders must complete 2 AMA Category 1 CME hours every 2 
years in the area of controlled substance prescribing practices, recognizing signs of the abuse or misuse of controlled substances, or controlled 
substance prescribing for chronic pain. 

Effective January 1, 2025, each new applicant issued a license to practice medicine or osteopathy shall complete a Board-designated course in the 
area of professional boundaries within twelve (12) months of the license issue date. 

Effective January 1, 2025, all actively licensed physicians shall complete a Board-designated course in the area of professional boundaries by 
December 31, 2025. 

• The sole exemption from these requirements is for physicians licensed pursuant to Ala. Code §34-24-75 ("limited licensee") who are
enrolled in a residency training program or a clinical fellowship.

(Ala. Admin. Code r. 540-x-14.02) 
The Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners does not allow the rollover of credits. 

The ALBME also accepts the “successful completion of an ABMS board certification or maintenance of certification (MoC) process (credit accrues 
to the year in which board certification or MoC is completed; date-specific certificates are required)” as equivalent credits, among other alternative 
routes. Please see ALBME Guidance for more information. 

AK YES YES 

50 hours every 2 years; all must be AMA Category 1 or AOA Category 1 or 2. (Alaska Admin. Code tit. 12, § 40.200) 

Physician may not be exempted from more than 15 hours of continuing education in a five-year period. (Alaska Stat. § 8-64-312) 

For each licensee who holds a DEA number, at least 2 hours must be in pain management and opioid use and addiction. (Alaska Stat. § 8-36-
070(a)(7)) 

https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/nation-s-overdose-epidemic/what-mate-act
https://www.albme.gov/resources/licensees/continuing-medical-education/licensure-cme-requirement
https://admincode.legislature.state.al.us/administrative-code/540-X-14-.02
https://www.albme.gov/resources/licensees/continuing-medical-education/licensure-cme-requirement
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/alaska/12-AAC-40.200
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/portals/5/pub/MedicalStatutes.pdf
https://codes.findlaw.com/ak/title-8-business-and-professions/ak-st-sect-08-36-070/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ak/title-8-business-and-professions/ak-st-sect-08-36-070/
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SMB 
Substantial CME 

required? 
CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

The Board accepts “initial certification or recertification during the concluding licensing period by a specialty board recognized by the American 
Medical Association or the American Osteopathic Association” as equivalent credits, among other routes. Please see Alaska Admin. Code tit. 12, § 
40.210 for more information. 

AZ-M YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years. The board does not allow for rollover credits. 
 
Effective April 2018, all health professionals with a valid DEA registration number who are renewing their licenses are required to complete a 
minimum of three (3) hours of opioid-related, substance use disorder-related or addiction-related CME each renewal cycle. (Ariz. Admin. Code R4-
16-102 & A.R.S. § 32-3248.02) 

AZ-O YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; 24 must be AOA Category 1-A and no more than 16 hours are obtained annually by completing a CME classified as 
AMA Category 1 by the ACCME. 
 
Effective April 2018, all health professionals with a valid DEA registration number who are renewing their licenses are required to complete a 
minimum of three (3) hours of opioid-related, substance use disorder-related or addiction-related CME each renewal cycle. (Ariz. Admin. Code R4-
22-207 & A.R.S. § 32-3248.02) 

AR  YES NO 
20 hours per year. 50 percent of which must be in subjects pertaining to physician’s primary area of (current) practice and designated as Category 
1. One of the 20 annual credits must be in the area prescribing opioids and/or benzodiazepines. There is a one-time requirement of 3 hours in 
prescribing education within the first 2 years of licensure. (AR Admin Rules 060.00.18-001 & ASMB Guidance) 

CA-M YES YES 

50 hours of approved CME during each biennial renewal cycle (every two years). If an initial license was issued for less than 13 months, only 
25 hours must be completed. All must be Category 1 approved. (Cal. Code Reg. tit. 16, § 1336 & CMB Guidance) 
 
All physicians (except pathologists and radiologists) are required to take, as a one-time requirement, 12 units on pain-management and the 
appropriate care and treatment of the terminally ill. Physicians must complete this requirement by their second license renewal date or within four 
years, whichever comes first. (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § Sec. 2190.5) 
 
As an alternative, a physician and surgeon may complete a one-time continuing education course of 12 credit hours in the subjects of treatment and 
management of opiate-dependent patients, including 8 hours of training in buprenorphine treatment or other similar medicinal treatment for opioid 
use disorders. Those who choose to comply with this section shall complete the requirements of this section by his/her next license renewal date. 
(Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § Sec. 2190.6) 
 
General internists and family physicians who have over 25 percent of the patient population at least 65 years of age are required to complete at 
least 20 percent of their mandatory CME in geriatric medicine. 
 
“Any physician who takes and passes a certifying or recertifying examination administered by a recognized specialty board shall  be granted credit 
for four consecutive years (100 hours) of continuing education credit for relicensure purposes. Such credit may be applied retroactively or 
prospectively.” (16 CA ADC § 1337) 

CA-O YES NO 

Effective January 1, 2024, licensees must complete 50 CME hours every 2 years; 20 hours must be AOA Category 1A or 1B. (OPSC Guidance) 
 
All physicians (except pathologists and radiologists) are required to take, as a one-time requirement, 12 units on pain-management and the 
appropriate care and treatment of the terminally ill. Physicians must complete this requirement by their second license renewal date or within four 
years, whichever comes first. (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § Sec. 2190.5) 
 

https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#12.40.210
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#12.40.210
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/arizona/Ariz-Admin-Code-SS-R4-16-102#:~:text=A.,calendar%20years%20preceding%20biennial%20registration.
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/arizona/Ariz-Admin-Code-SS-R4-16-102#:~:text=A.,calendar%20years%20preceding%20biennial%20registration.
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/03248-02.htm
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/arizona/Ariz-Admin-Code-SS-R4-22-207#:~:text=Admin.-,Code%20%C2%A7%20R4%2D22%2D207%20%2D%20Continuing%20Medical%20Education%3B,Extension%20of%20Time%20to%20Complete&text=3.,1)%20or%20(2).
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/arizona/Ariz-Admin-Code-SS-R4-22-207#:~:text=Admin.-,Code%20%C2%A7%20R4%2D22%2D207%20%2D%20Continuing%20Medical%20Education%3B,Extension%20of%20Time%20to%20Complete&text=3.,1)%20or%20(2).
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/03248-02.htm
https://regulations.justia.com/states/arkansas/agency-060/rule-060-00-18-001/
https://www.armedicalboard.org/faq.aspx?type=1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/california/16-CCR-1336#:~:text=16%2C%20%C2%A7%201336%20%2D%20Continuing%20Education%20Required,-State%20Regulations&text=(a)%20Each%20physician%20is%20required,by%20Section%201337(d).
https://www.mbc.ca.gov/Licensing/Physicians-and-Surgeons/Renew/Current-Status/Continuing-Medical-Education.aspx
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/business-and-professions-code/bpc-sect-2190-5/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/business-and-professions-code/bpc-sect-2190-6/
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IE45217034C8111EC89E5000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.ombc.ca.gov/licensees/cme.pdf
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/business-and-professions-code/bpc-sect-2190-5/
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SMB 
Substantial CME 

required? 
CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

As an alternative, a physician and surgeon may complete a one-time continuing education course of 12 credit hours in the subjects of treatment and 
management of opiate-dependent patients, including 8 hours of training in buprenorphine treatment or other similar medicinal treatment for opioid 
use disorders. Those who choose to comply with this section shall complete the requirements of this section by his/her next license renewal date. 
(Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § Sec. 2190.6) 
 
General internists and family physicians, who has over 25 percent of the patient population at least 65 years of age are required to complete at least 
20 percent of their mandatory CME in the field of geriatric medicine. (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § Sec. 2190.3) 

CO YES NO 

Effective January 1, 2026, licensees must complete 30 hours of CME per 24-month renewal period. 
 
To qualify for CME credit hours, a program must be accredited by the Colorado Medical Society, AMA, or ACCME, and qualify for AMA Category 1 
credit; qualify for prescribed credit from AAFP; be an approved program of ACOG; or be a program required in order to maintain national board 
certification, not including a program of self-study or a program self-claimed or self-documented. The Board is also authorized to audit up to 5 percent 
of physician renewals annually and to require the physician submit proof of CME completion, failure to comply with CME regulations or with an audit 
without reasonable cause can result in an unprofessional conduct charge. (HB 1153 (2024)) 
 
Effective March 30, 2020, licensees must complete at least two hours of training per licensing cycle related to best practices for opioid prescribing, 
recognition of substance use disorders, referral of patients with substance use disorders for treatment, and use of the Electronic Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program. Licensees who maintain a national board certification that requires equivalent substance use prevention training, or attest that 
they do not prescribe opioids, are exempted. (SB 228 (2019)) 

CT YES NO 

50 contact hours within the last two years in an area of the physician’s practice. 
 
In the first renewal period for which CME is required (the second license renewal), and once every six years after that, a physician must take at least 
one contact hour of training or education in each of the following topics: infectious diseases, cultural competency, risk management, including, but 
not limited to, for registration periods beginning on or after October 1, 2015, prescribing controlled substances and pain management, sexual assault 
and domestic violence, cognitive issues, and behavior health. 
 
The commissioner may grant a waiver for not more than 10 contact hours of CME for physicians who 1) engage in activities related to the physician’s 
service as a member of the Connecticut Medical Examining Board; 2) engages in activities related to the physician’s service as a member of a 
medical hearing panel; or 3) assists the departments with its duties to boards and commissions as described in Sec. 19a-14. (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 
20-10(b) & CT Dept. of Public Health Guidance) 

DE YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be AMA or AOA Category 1. 
 
Starting with 2017 renewals, a physician must complete 2 hours of continuing education (CE) biennially in the areas of controlled substance 
prescribing practices, treatment of chronic pain, or other topics related to prescribing controlled substances. (24 Del. Admin. Code 1700-12.0, 24 
Del. Admin. Code Uniform Controlled Substances Act Regulations 3.1.3, & Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline Guidance) 

DC YES NO 

50 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1. Effective January 1, 2021, 10 percent of the total CME requirement must be completed in topics 
identified by the Director of the Dept. of Health as public health priorities. (DOH Guidance) 
 
As part of the 2018 renewal process, physicians, physician assistants and nurses must complete 3 hours in the subject of HIV/AIDS, two (2) hours 
in the subject of LGBTQ cultural competency, and at least one (1) course in pharmacology. (D.C. Mun. Regs. tit.17, § 4607.4) 

FL-M YES NO 
38 hours every 2 years (FL BOM Guidance) not counting the 2 hour medical errors course (see below) 
 

https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/business-and-professions-code/bpc-sect-2190-6/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=BPC&sectionNum=2190.3
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2024a_1153_signed.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb19-228
https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-20/chapter-370/section-20-10b/
https://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/title-20/chapter-370/section-20-10b/
https://portal.ct.gov/dph/practitioner-licensing--investigations/physician/continuing-medical-education
https://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title24/1700.shtml
https://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title24/Uniform%20Controlled%20Substances%20Act%20Regulations.shtml/#:~:text=for%20continued%20registration.-,3.1.,the%20prescribing%20of%20controlled%20substances.
https://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title24/Uniform%20Controlled%20Substances%20Act%20Regulations.shtml/#:~:text=for%20continued%20registration.-,3.1.,the%20prescribing%20of%20controlled%20substances.
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/medicalpractice/continuing-education-and-audit-information/
https://dchealth.dc.gov/bomed
https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/SectionList.aspx?SectionId=12588
https://flboardofmedicine.gov/renewals/medical-doctor-unrestricted/#tab-cme
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SMB 
Substantial CME 

required? 
CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

1 hour must be Category 1 on HIV/AIDS, 2 hours must be Category 1 or 2 on prevention of medical errors (incl. second and subsequent renewals)  
Every third renewal requires two hours of Category 1 or 2 in domestic violence. 
 
Each person registered with the DEA and authorized to prescribe controlled substances must complete 2 hours of AMA Category 1 or AOA Category 
1-A on prescribing controlled substances for each biennial renewal. (Fla. Admin. Code. Ann. r. 64B8-13.005; 64B8-9.0131, Fla. Stat. Ann. 456.0301) 

FL-O YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; five hours to include one hour in each of the following topics: risk management, Florida Laws and Rules, controlled 
substances; and two hours in prevention of medical errors. (FL Osteopathic Medical Association) 
Every third biennial renewal, licensees shall complete a two-hour domestic violence court. 
Licensees must complete a one-hour HIV/AIDS course no later than upon the first biennial renewal. (Fla. Admin. Code. Ann. r. 64B15-13.001) 
 
Twenty (20) hours of general, AOA Category 1-A CE related to the practice of osteopathic medicine or under osteopathic auspices. 
Each person registered with the DEA and authorized to prescribe controlled substances must complete 2 hours of AMA Category 1 or AOA Category 
1-A on prescribing controlled substances for each biennial renewal. (Fla. Stat. Ann. 456.0301) 

GA YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; 25 percent must be Category 1. (GCMB Guidance) 
 
Effective January 1, 2018, each licensee with DEA registration and prescribes controlled substances must complete before their next renewal 3 
hours of Category 1 CME on responsible opioid prescribing. Physicians who do not hold a certification in pain management or palliative medicine, 
and whose opioid pain management patients comprise 50% or more of the patient population must demonstrate competence by biennially obtaining 
20 hours of CME pertaining to pain management or palliative medicine.  
 
In meeting the continuing education requirements, the Board will waive one hour CME requirement for physicians for each four hours of documented 
work by the physician in uncompensated health care services… waive up to eight CME hours per biennium for peer reviews of Board investigative 
cases for the Board. (Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 360-15-.01 & GCMB Guidance) 
 
Effective January 1, 2022, every physician and allied health care professional that is licensed by GCMB must complete a one-time, two-hour sexual 
misconduct and professional boundaries course before their next renewal. (GA HB 458 (2021)) 

GU YES N/A 100 hours every 2 years; 25 percent must be Category 1 (25 GAR Prof. & Voc. Regs § 11101(g)(9)) 

HI YES NO 40 Category every 2 years, all must be 1 or 1A CME hours (Haw. Admin. R. §16-85-33) 

ID YES YES 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1. (DOPL Guidance; Idaho Admin. Code r. 22.01.01-079.01) 
 
The Board may accept certification or recertification by a member of ABMS, the AOA or the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada 
in lieu of compliance with CME requirements during the cycle in which the certification or recertification is granted. (Idaho Admin. Code r. 22.01.01-
079.03) 

IL YES NO 

150 hours every 3 years; 60 hours must be Category 1. (IL SMS Guidance; Ill. Admin. Code tit.68., § 1285.110) 
 
During each three-year cycle, physicians must complete one (1) CME hour on sexual harassment prevention, and one (1) CME hour on implicit bias. 
Every six years, physicians must complete one (1) CME hour on each of the following topics: opioids, cultural competency, and dementia. Physicians 
licensed for the first time during the 2023 – 2026 licensure period must complete the dementia training once prior to renewal in 2026, and thereafter 
have six years to complete the training again (Illinois State Medical Society Requirements) 
 
CME used by physicians as a requirement for licensure in another state, or for purposes of board certification application or renewal, count towards 
the CME requirement.  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/florida/Fla-Admin-Code-Ann-R-64B8-13-005#:~:text=Code%20Ann.-,R.,Continuing%20Education%20for%20Biennial%20Renewal&text=(1)%20Every%20physician%20licensed%20pursuant,as%20established%20by%20the%20Department.
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/florida/Fla-Admin-Code-Ann-R-64B8-9-0131
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2018/0456.0301
https://www.foma.org/cme-requirements
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/florida/Fla-Admin-Code-Ann-R-64B15-13-001
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2018/0456.0301
https://medicalboard.georgia.gov/professional-resources/continuing-education-and-other-required-training-physicians
https://rules.sos.ga.gov/gac/360-15
https://medicalboard.georgia.gov/professional-resources/continuing-education-and-other-required-training-physicians
https://legiscan.com/GA/text/HB458/id/2357954
https://guamhplo.org/sites/default/files/25_gar_ch._11_-_gbme_1997.pdf
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/har_85-c1.pdf
https://dopl.idaho.gov/bom/
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/243301.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/243301.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/243301.pdf
https://www.isms.org/cme/medical-license/license-requirements
https://regulations.justia.com/states/illinois/title-68/part-1285/subpart-a/section-1285-110/
https://www.isms.org/cme/medical-license/license-requirements
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SMB 
Substantial CME 

required? 
CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

 
Additionally, physicians in Illinois are required to complete one hour of continuing education specific to sexual harassment prevention. (IDFPR 
Guidance (Archived Link) & Illinois State Medical Society Guidance) 
 
Beginning January 1, 2023, a health care professional who has continuing education requirements must complete at least a one-hour course in 
training on the diagnosis, treatment, and care of individuals with Alzheimer's disease and other dementias per renewal period. This training shall 
include, but not be limited to, assessment and diagnosis, effective communication strategies, and management and care planning. This requirement 
shall only apply to health care professionals who provide health care services to, and have direct patient interactions with, adult populations age 26 
or older in the practice of their profession. (20 ILCS 2105/2105-365) 
 
Beginning January 1, 2023, a health care professional who has continuing education requirements must complete at least a one-hour course in 
training on implicit bias awareness per renewal period. (20 ILCS 2105/2105-15.7) 

IN NO NO 
Indiana does not have a set number of required CME credit hours for physician license renewal. (AMA Ed Hub) 
 
Beginning July 1, 2019, 2 hours of CME addressing the topic of opioid prescribing and opioid abuse (IC § 35-48-3-3.5) 

IA YES YES 

40 hours every 2 years; may include up to 20 hours of credit carried over from the previous license period. 
 
The Board will accept as equivalent to 50 hours of Category 1 activity, participation in an approved resident training program or board certification 
or recertification by an ABMS or AOA specialty board within the licensing period (Iowa DIAL Guidance & Iowa Admin. Code r. 653-11.2(2)) 
 
Licensees who provide primary care to children must complete two (2) hours of CME related to child abuse, and those who provide primary care to 
adults must complete two (2) hours of CME related to adult abuse every three years. Licensees who have prescribed opioids during the previous 
license period must complete two (2) hours of Category 1 CME regarding the CDC guidelines for prescribing opioids for chronic pain every five 
years. Licensees who regularly provides direct patient care to dying patients must complete end-of-life training as part of a Category 1 CME credit 
every five years (Iowa Admin. Code r. 653-11.4(1))  
 
A licensee who regularly provides primary health care to children must complete two hours of training in child abuse identification in the previous 
five years. A primary care provider must complete two hours of training in dependent adult abuse identification and reporting in the previous five 
years. (Iowa Admin. Code r. 653-11.4(272C)) 

KS YES NO 

50 hours every year, minimum of 20 Category 1 (AMA Ed Hub); 100 hours for 2 year cycle (40 Category 1), or 150 hours for 3 year cycle (60 
Category 1) (Net CE) 
 
Licensee must during the 18-month period preceding the expiration date, verify completion of at least 50 credits of continuing education, at least 20 
in Category 1, and the remaining credits in Category 2; during the 30-month period preceding the expiration date, verify completion of at least 100 
credits of continuing education, at least 40 in Category 1 and the remaining credits in Category 2; or during the 42-month period preceding the 
expiration date, verify completion of at least 150 credits of continuing education, at least 60 in Category 1 and the remaining credits in Category 2. 
(Kan. Admin. Regs. § 100-15-5) 
 
All physicians are required to complete at least one, two, or three hours (1 hour for each year of chosen continuing education cycle) of Category 3 
CME, which is defined as covering one of the following topics: acute or chronic pain management; the appropriate prescribing of opioids; or, the use 
of prescription drug monitoring programs, every renewal period (Kan. Admin. Regs. § 100-15-4(d)). 

KY YES NO 60 hours every 3 years; 30 must be in Category 1 (Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure Guidance) 

https://web.archive.org/web/20221027151635/https:/idfpr.illinois.gov/FAQ/DPR/DPR%20Sexual%20harassment%20prevention%20CE.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20221027151635/https:/idfpr.illinois.gov/FAQ/DPR/DPR%20Sexual%20harassment%20prevention%20CE.pdf
https://www.isms.org/cme/medical-license/license-requirements
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/002021050K2105-365.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=002021050K2105-15.7
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Indiana
https://law.justia.com/codes/indiana/title-35/article-48/chapter-3/section-35-48-3-3-5/
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/physician/continuing-education-physicians
https://regulations.justia.com/states/iowa/agency-653/chapter-11/rule-653-11-2/
https://regulations.justia.com/states/iowa/agency-653/chapter-11/rule-653-11-4/
https://regulations.justia.com/states/iowa/agency-653/chapter-11/rule-653-11-4/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/03-11-2020.653.11.4.pdf
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Kansas?utm_source=chatgpt.com&hd=edhub&fl_StateGroupNames=Kansas
https://www.netce.com/ce-requirements/physician/ks/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ksbha.ks.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/186/638672564453800000
https://www.ksbha.ks.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/186/638672564453800000
https://kbml.ky.gov/cme/Pages/default.aspx
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One-time domestic violence course for primary care physicians. For each three (3) year continuing education cycle beginning on January 1, 2015, 
at least four and one-half (4.5) hours of approved continuing education hours relating to the use of KASPER, pain management, addiction disorders, 
or a combination of two (2) or more of those subjects for licensees who are authorized to prescribe or dispense controlled substances within the 
Commonwealth (201 KAR 9:310). 

LA YES NO 

20 hours per year; all must be Category 1. (LSBME Guidance). Effective January 1, 2018, all licensees with a CDS license are required to complete 
a one-time, 3 hour CME course on drug diversion training, best prescribing practices of controlled substances, and appropriate treatment for addiction 
(La. Admin. Code tit. 46, pt. XLV, §§ 435). 
 
Additionally, licensees are required to complete a one-time board orientation course to acquaint new licensees with the Louisiana Medical Practice 
Act, the function of the Board and its rules, opportunities available in rural and professional health shortage areas, etc. (La. Admin. Code tit. 46, pt. 
XLV, §§ 449). 

ME-M YES YES 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be in Category 1. Physicians must complete three (3) hours of CME on the prescription of opioid medication every 
2 years. (ME BLM CME Information) 
 
Category 1 CME may include 25 credit hours of American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) specialty board certification or recertification within 
the 24 months preceding renewal (Code Me. R § 373-1-11) 

ME-O YES NO 
100 hours every 2 years; 40 must be osteopathic medical education; primary care physicians: all must be AOA Category 1; osteopathic specialists: 
all must be AOA, ACGME, or AMA Category 1. Physicians who prescribe controlled substances must complete 3 hours of continuing medical 
education on the prescription of opioid medication every 2 years. (02 ME Code Rules § 383-14-1) 

MD YES YES 

50 hours every 2 years, 25 must be Category 1. (MBP Guidance) 
 
Effective October 1, 2018, when applying for a CDS registration, physicians must attest to the completion of 2 hours of continuing medical education 
related to the prescribing or dispensing of controlled substances (HB 1452 of 2018) 
 
Effective October 1, 2021, applicants for renewal must attest to completion of an approved implicit bias training program the first time they renew a 
license or certificate after April 1, 2022 (Health Occupations Article §1–225). 
 
The applicant shall be considered to have met the CME requirements if the applicant currently holds an active time-limited certification issued by: a 
member of the American Board of Medical Specialties; an American Osteopathic Association Certifying Board; the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada; or the College of Family Physicians of Canada; and provides proof of maintenance of a time-limited Board certification that is 
dated no longer than 5 years prior to the renewal date. (COMAR 10.32.01.10) 

MA YES NO 

50 credits every 2 years, either Category 1 or 2. (BORIM Guidance) 
 
Credits shall be earned from an organization accredited by the ACCME, AOA, AAFP or a state medical society recognized by the ACCME or from 
material used for point of care. 
 
The following content-specific CME must be completed: 2 credits in end-of-life issues, as a one-time requirement; 3 credits in opioid education and 
pain management if the physician prescribes controlled substances; 10 credits in risk management, which may be Category 1 or 2; 2 credits for 
studying each chapter of the Board’s regulations and these credits may applied to the risk management requirement; 3 credits in electronic health 
records as required under state law; the child abuse and neglect training required under state law; and the domestic violence and sexual violence 
training required under state law. Licensees may also claim 1 credit for every hour of reading a journal or a point of care resource accessed in the 
process of delivering patient care or updating clinical knowledge (Board of Registration in Medicine, Policy 2017-05, “A CME Pilot Program”). 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/201/009/310/
https://a.storyblok.com/f/150540/x/b1048c032b/ce-requirements-by-group-5-29-2025.pdf
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/japawb11/46v45.pdf
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/japawb11/46v45.pdf
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/japawb11/46v45.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/md/sites/maine.gov.md/files/inline-files/CME%20Information_0.pdf
https://regulations.justia.com/states/maine/02/373/chapter-1/section-373-1-11/
https://www.maine.gov/osteo/sites/maine.gov.osteo/files/inline-files/Chapter%2014%20-%20Continuing%20Medical%20Education.pdf
https://www.mbp.state.md.us/licensure_phyrenewals.aspx#6b
https://md.accessgov.com/mdh/Forms/Page/cds/register/0
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gho&section=1-225&enactments=false
https://dsd.maryland.gov/regulations/Pages/10.32.01.10.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/doc/borim-cme-requirements-pdf/download
https://www.massmed.org/Continuing-Education-and-Events/CME-Pilot-Program/
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CME equivalent 
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Statute/Regulation/Citation 

 
Physicians who serve adult populations are required to complete a one-time-only training on Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia (CME Requirements 
Based on License) 
 
The Board has expanded experiences that will support Risk Management CMEs to include many topics dealing with physician burnout and wellness 
(Board of Registration in Medicine, Policy 2019-06, “Risk Management CME Credits and Physician Burnout.”). 
 
Beginning June 1, 2022, BORIM will require that applicants for initial physician licensure and licensees renewing physician l icensure complete a 
continuing medical education requirement of 2.00 credits on the topic of implicit bias in healthcare. The 2.00 credits may be applied towards a 
physician’s biennially required 10 hours of risk management credits pursuant to 243 CMR 2.06(a)3 (Policy 2021-04). 

MI-M YES YES 

150 hours every 3 years; 75 must be Category 1. 1 hour must be earned in the area of medical ethics.  
 
Effective December 6, 2017, a minimum of 3 hours of continuing education must be earned in the area of pain and symptom management (LARA 
MD Licensing Guide) 
 
Effective June 1, 2022, new applicants for licensure will need to complete a minimum of two hours of training on implicit bias, and applicants for 
renewal will need to complete a minimum of one hour of training annually (Public Health Code 338.7004). 
 
Successfully completing an activity that is required for maintenance of a specialty certification for a board recognized by the American Board of 
Medical Specialties that does not meet the requirements of other CME activities counts for a maximum of 30 Category 1 CME hours (Mich. Admin. 
Code r. 338.2441). 

MI-O YES NO 

150 hours every 3 years; 60 must be Category 1. Licensees must complete a one-time human trafficking training, and one hour related to medical 
ethics.  
 
Effective December 6, 2017, a minimum of 3 hours of continuing education must be earned in pain and symptom management, one hour of which 
must cover controlled substances prescribing (LARA DO Licensing Guide) 
 
Effective June 1, 2022, new applicants for licensure will need to complete a minimum of two hours of training on implicit bias, and applicants for 
renewal will need to complete a minimum of one hour of training annually (Public Health Code 338.7004). 

MN YES YES 

75 hours every 3 years; all must be Category 1 (BMP Guidance; Minnesota Rules, part 5605.0100-.1200). 
 
The board may accept certification or recertification by a member of the American Board of Medical Specialties, the American Osteopathic 
Association Bureau of Professional Education, or the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada in lieu of compliance with the continuing 
education requirements during the cycle in which certification or recertification is granted (Minnesota Rules, part 5605.0700). 

MS YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1 (MSBML Guidance) 
 
For licenses with DEA certificates, 5 hours must be related to prescribing medications with an emphasis on controlled substances (MS Rules Part 
2610 Ch. 2) 

MO YES YES 
50 hours every 2 years; all must be AMA Category 1 or AOA Category 1A or 2A; or 40 hours Category 1 or AOA Category 1A with proof of post-
testing. 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/borim-cme-requirements-pdf/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/borim-cme-requirements-pdf/download
https://www.mass.gov/lists/physician-regulations-policies-and-guidelines#board-policies-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/continuing-medical-education-on-implicit-bias-in-healthcare
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/bpl/Medicine/Licensing-Info-and-Forms/Medical-Doctor-Licensing-Guide.pdf?rev=f837a5085c8942bdba948551abed7f3f&hash=5B8492132EA6934E69147E87AB4FA6BD
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/bpl/Medicine/Licensing-Info-and-Forms/Medical-Doctor-Licensing-Guide.pdf?rev=f837a5085c8942bdba948551abed7f3f&hash=5B8492132EA6934E69147E87AB4FA6BD
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DownloadAdminCodeFile?FileName=R%20338.7001%20to%20R%20338.7005.pdf&ReturnHTML=True
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DownloadAdminCodeFile?FileName=R%20338.2401%20to%20R%20338.2443.pdf&ReturnHTML=True
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DownloadAdminCodeFile?FileName=R%20338.2401%20to%20R%20338.2443.pdf&ReturnHTML=True
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/-/media/Project/Websites/lara/bpl/Osteopathic-Medicine/Licensing-Info-and-Forms/Osteopathic-Physician-Licensing-Guide.pdf?rev=117b80f997094a70825c021f4831eaaa&hash=4DD8D4931E4C1A45CDB7F0FA3B6E1A27
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DownloadAdminCodeFile?FileName=R%20338.7001%20to%20R%20338.7005.pdf&ReturnHTML=True
https://mn.gov/boards/medical-practice/licensing/continuing-ed/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/5605/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/5605.0700/
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/Renewals
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/sites/default/files/Rules_Laws_Policies/4-2024Administrative%20Code.pdf
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/sites/default/files/Rules_Laws_Policies/4-2024Administrative%20Code.pdf
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CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

A licensee who has obtained American Specialty Board certification or recertification during the reporting period shall be deemed to have obtained 
the required hours of continuing medical education. The licensee shall provide the board with documentation evidencing the certification or 
recertification upon request. (20 CSR 2150-2.125) 

MP YES NO 50 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1 (Title 185-10-4215).  

MT NO NO Montana does not have a set number of required CME credit hours for physician license renewal. (AMA Ed Hub) 

NE YES NO 

50 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1. (DHHS Guidance) 
 
In lieu of CME credit, licensees may also have been given the AMA’s Physician’s Recognition Award or the AOA’s CME Certification earned within 
the 24 months immediately preceding the date of expiration. Licensees who earn more than 50 hours in a two-year period may carry over up to 25 
hours for the next biennial period (Neb. Admin. R. & Regs. Tit. 172, Ch. 88, § 008) 
 
Effective October 1, 2018, physicians who prescribe controlled substances must complete at least three (3) hours of CME biennially regarding 
prescribing opioids, of which one half hour shall cover PDMPs (AMA Ed Hub). 

NV-M  YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1.  
 
20 hours must be in scope of practice of specialty; 2 must be in medical ethics, pain management, or addiction care; 18 may be in other medical 
education, including 2 in misuse and abuse of controlled substances, prescribing of opioids, or addiction if licensed to prescribe controlled 
substances, 2 hours in Cultural Competency and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion if a psychiatrist or a PA working with a psychiatrist as a supervising 
physician, 2 hours every 4 years on suicide detection, intervention, and prevention, and 2 hours: Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to 
Treatment (SBIRT) one time. New licensees must complete 4 hours in WMD/ bioterrorism within the first 2 years of licensure.(AB 56 (2025) removed 
this requirement). For MDs/PAs who provide or supervise emergency medical services in a hospital or primary care facility: 2 hours one time: Stigma, 
Discrimination and Unrecognized Bias related to HIV. (NRS § 630.253)  
 
Licensees can receive up to 4 hours double credit for courses taken in the following areas: Geriatrics and Gerontology, Effective Management of 
Medications, Diagnosis of Rare Diseases, including Pediatric Cancer (NV Medical Board CME Requirements Summary). 
 
Applicants for issuance or renewal of a license must attest to knowledge of and compliance with the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention concerning the prevention of transmission of infectious agents through safe and appropriate injection practices (NRS § 630.198). 

NV-O YES NO 

40 hours every year (AB 56 (2025) increasing from the previous threshold of 35 hours/year (NV BOM Guidance) 
 
10 must be Category 1A, and 2 must be on misuse and abuse of controlled substances, the prescribing of opioids or addiction. Licensees must 
complete 2 hours every 4 years on suicide detection, intervention, and prevention. As part of the biennial continuing education requirements for an 
osteopathic physician, the Board requires at least 2 hours of continuing education credits in ethics, pain management, and addiction care or SBRIT, 
and 2 hours in Cultural Competency and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion if a psychiatrist or a PA working with a psychiatrist as a supervising physician. 
Only for MDs and PAs who provide or supervise emergency medical services in a hospital or primary care 2 hours one time: Stigma, Discrimination 
and Unrecognized Bias related to HIV (Nev. Rev. Stat. 633.471). 

NH YES YES 

100 hours every 2 years, 40 hours of which shall be in Category I, and no more than 60 credit hours of which shall be in Category II. Three (3) 
hours shall be on pain management (N.H. Rev. Stat. § 329:16-g). 
 
Passage of an American Specialty Board examination, whether for initial eligibility or for recertification, shall be accepted as the equivalent of 100 
category I CME credit hours (N.H. Admin. Code § Med 402.01). 

https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/20csr/20c2150-2.pdf
https://www.cnmilicensing.gov.mp/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Part-4200-Physician-Doctor-of-Osteopathy.pdf
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Montana
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/pages/medicine-and-surgery.aspx
https://rules.nebraska.gov/rules?agencyId=37&titleId=101
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Nebraska
https://track.govhawk.com/public/bills/1962273
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-630.html#NRS630Sec253
https://medboard.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/mednvgov/content/Licensees/CME_Requirements_MDs_PAs_AAs.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-630.html#NRS630Sec253
https://track.govhawk.com/public/bills/1962273
https://bom.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/bomnvgov/content/Licensee/CME%20Requirements%20NV%20Osteopathic%20Physician.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/division/legal/lawlibrary/nrs/NRS-633.html#NRS633Sec471
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-hampshire/2023/title-xxx/chapter-329/section-329-16-g/#:~:text=329%3A16%2Dg%20Continuing%20Medical,within%20the%20preceding%202%20years.
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/new-hampshire/N-H-Admin-Code-SS-Med-402.01
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NJ YES NO 

100 hours every 2 years; 40 must be Category I; 60 hours can be Category II; 6 hours Cultural competence (for physicians licensed prior to 
3/2/2005, the cultural competence hours are in addition to 100 hour requirement) (N.J. Admin. Code 13:35-6.25.; SMNJ Guidance) 
 
Two (2) of the required Category 1 Credits must be in End-of-Life-Care (N.J. Admin. Code 13:35-6.15.) 
 
For 2019 renewals and every renewal thereafter, one (1) of the required Category 1 Credits needs to be in topics concerning prescription opioid 
drugs, including responsible prescribing practices, alternatives to opioids for managing and treating pain, and the risks and signs of opioid abuse, 
addiction and diversion (N.J. P.L. 2017, c. 28.) 
 
For newly licensed physicians, the Board requires attendance at an orientation program with no CME credit (N.J. Admin. Code 13:35-6.15.). 

NM YES YES 

75 hours every 3 years; all must be Category 1 
 
All new licensees holding a federal drug enforcement administration registration and license shall complete five (5) CME hours in pain management 
during the first year of licensure (N.M. Admin. Code § 16.10.14.11)  
 
The Board will accept any of the following as fulfillment of CME requirements: the physician’s recognition award of the AMA PRA Category 1 Credit; 
certificate of CME issued by any board or sub-board of the ABMS; or certification or re-certification by an ABMS approved specialty board during 
the renewal period (N.M. Admin. Code § 16.10.4.10).  

NY NO NO 

New York does not have a set number of required CME credit hours for physician license renewal. (AMA Ed Hub) 
 
2 hours on identifying and reporting child abuse and maltreatment. Licensees must also complete coursework or training on infection control and 
barrier precautions once every four years. Prescribers who have a DEA registration number to prescribe controlled substances, as well as medical 
residents who prescribe controlled substances under a facility DEA registration number, must complete at least three (3) hours of course work or 
training in pain management, palliative care, and addiction. (N.Y. Comp. Codes, R. & Regs. tit. 8, §§ 59.12, 59.13) 

NC YES YES 

60 hours every 3 years; all must be Category 1 relevant to the physician’s current or intended specialty or area of practice (NCMB Guidance; 
NCMB CME FAQ) 
 
Every physician who prescribes controlled substances shall complete at least three hours of CME, from the required 60 hours of Category 1 CME, 
that is designed specifically to address controlled substance prescribing practices. The controlled substance prescribing CME shall include instruction 
on controlled substance prescribing practices, recognizing signs of the abuse or misuse of controlled substances, and control led substance 
prescribing for chronic pain management. 
 
A physician who attests that he or she is engaged in a program of recertification or maintenance of certification from an ABMS, AOA or RCPSC 
specialty board shall be deemed to have satisfied his or her entire CME requirement for that three year cycle. 
 
N.C. Admin. Code tit. 21, r. 32R.0101. 

ND YES YES 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1 (NDBOM Guidance) 
 
Physicians who hold a current certification, maintenance of certification, or recertification by a member of the American board of medical specialties, 
the American osteopathic association, or the royal college of physician and surgeons of Canada at the time of the CME audit are exempt from CME 
requirements (N.D. Admin. Code 50-04-01-02).  

OH YES NO 50 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1 (SMBO Requirements; OSMA Guidance) 

http://njconsumeraffairs.gov/regulations/Chapter-35-State-Board-of-Medical-Examiners.pdf
https://msnj.org/page/CMERequirements
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/regulations/Chapter-35-State-Board-of-Medical-Examiners.pdf
https://pub.njleg.gov/bills/2016/AL17/28_.HTM
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/regulations/Chapter-35-State-Board-of-Medical-Examiners.pdf
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title16/16.010.0014.html
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title16/16.010.0004.html#:~:text=Any%20physician%20who%20fails%20to,or%20license%20suspension%20or%20revocation.
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/New-York
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/new-york/8-NYCRR-59.12
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/new-york/8-NYCRR-59.13
https://www.ncmedboard.org/licensing-registration/renewals/physicians
https://www.ncmedboard.org/resources-information/faqs/professional-faqs/cme
http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2021%20-%20occupational%20licensing%20boards%20and%20commissions/chapter%2032%20-%20north%20carolina%20medical%20board/subchapter%20r/subchapter%20r%20rules.html
https://www.ndbom.org/practitioners/physicians/current/cme.asp
https://ndlegis.gov/prod/acdata/pdf/50-04-01.pdf
https://med.ohio.gov/apply-and-renew/licenses-and-certifications/01-physician-(md,-do,-dpm)
https://osma.org/aws/OSMA/pt/sd/news_article/257756/_PARENT/layout_details-news/false
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Physicians must complete one hour of CME on the topic of a licensee’s duty to report (Ohio Admin. Code §§ 4731-10-02) 
 
Physician owner/operators of pain management clinics must complete at least twenty hours of Category 1 CME in pain medicine every two years, 
to include one or more courses addressing the potential for addiction. The courses completed in compliance with this rule shall be accepted toward 
meeting the Category 1 requirement for certificate of registration renewal for the physician (Ohio Admin. Code § 4731-29-01) 

OK-M YES YES 

60 hours every 3 years; all must be Category 1 (OMB Guidance) 
 
Licensees must complete one (1) hour of education in pain management or one (1) hours of education in opioid use or addiction each year preceding 
an application for renewal of a license, unless the licensee has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Board that the licensee does not currently 
hold a valid federal DEA registration number (59 O.S. § 495a.1). 
 
Every two years, licensees must watch a one-hour training on the responsibilities and rights of health care providers (63 O.S. § 3162).  
 
The Board shall accept as verification: current American Medical Association Physician Recognition Award (AMAPRA); and Specialty board 
certification or recertification that was obtained during the three year reporting period, by an American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) specialty 
board (OK Admin Code 435:10-15-1) 
 
Continuing Medical Education for OK Licensed Physicians 

OK-O YES NO 
16 hours every year; all must be AOA Category 1A or 1B; 1 hour every year must be on prescribing, dispensing, and administering controlled 
substances. Osteopathic physicians who do not possess the State Bureau of Narcotics and DEA authority to handle CDS are exempt from the 
controlled substance CME hour requirement (OK Admin Code 510:10-3-8) 

OR YES YES 

60 hours every 2 years, or 30 hours if licensed during the second year of the biennium. All AMA Category 1; AOA Category 1A or 2A (OMB 
Guidance) 
 
All licenses of the Oregon Medical Board (except licensee holding Lapsed, Limited, Telemedicine, Teleradiology, or Telemonitoring licenses) must 
complete a 1-hour pain management course; a minimum of 6 CME credit hours in the subject of pain management and/or the treatment of terminally 
ill and dying patients. Any combination of CME coursework focusing on pain management and/or treatment of terminally ill and dying patients may 
be used to fulfill this requirement (OAR 847-008-0075) 
 
Participation in cultural competency, suicide risk assessment, and Alzheimer’s education may be counted toward the mandatory continuing education 
required of all Board licensees (Or. Admin. R § 847-008-0077) 
 
Licensees must demonstrate ongoing competency to practice medicine by completing CME OR through ongoing participation in a program of 
recertification or maintenance of certification by an American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) board, or the American Osteopathic Association’s 
Bureau of Osteopathic Specialists (AOA-BOS) (Or. Admin. R § 847-008-0070) 

PA-M YES YES 

100 hours every 2 years; 20 hours must be Category 1; 12 hours of patient safety or risk management; 2 hours must be in child abuse recognition 
and reporting requirements; remaining hours either Category 1 or 2 (Pa. Code tit. 49, § 16.19; PA SBM Guidance). 
 
2 hours of CME is required on pain management or identification of addiction, as well as 2 hours on practices of prescribing or dispensing opioids 
within 12 months of initial licensure. Subsequent license renewals require 2 hours of CME on pain management, identification of addiction, or 
prescribing practices (AMA Ed Hub) 
 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-4731-10-02
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-4731-29-01
https://www.okmedicalboard.org/cme/CMEguidelines.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/title-59/section-59-495a-1/
https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/title-63/section-63-3162/
https://regulations.justia.com/states/oklahoma/title-435/chapter-10/subchapter-15/section-435-10-15-1/
https://www.okmedicalboard.org/cme/CMEguidelines.pdf
https://regulations.justia.com/states/oklahoma/title-510/chapter-10/subchapter-3/section-510-10-3-8/
https://www.oregon.gov/omb/topics-of-interest/pages/continuing-education.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/omb/topics-of-interest/pages/continuing-education.aspx
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=285610
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=276057
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_847-008-0070
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/049/chapter16/s16.19.html#:~:text=Official%20documentation%20proving%20completion%20of,prove%20compliance%20with%20this%20subsection.
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/dos/department-and-offices/bpoa/medicine/continuing-ed/MedM%20-%20CME%20MD%20Unrestricted%20License.pdf
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Pennsylvania


   

 

Last Updated: June 2025 

SMB 
Substantial CME 

required? 
CME equivalent 

accepted? 
Statute/Regulation/Citation 

Acceptable documentation for Category 1 CME includes AMA PRA certificates, the completion of a Category 1 activity sponsored by an organization 
accredited by ACCME or designee of the ACCME, and certificates from a medical professional society or specialty certification by a member 
organization of the American Board of Medical Specialties (Pa. Code tit. 49, § 16.19). 

PA-O YES NO 

100 hours every 2 years; 20 hours must be Category 1-A; 12 hours of patient safety or risk management (either Category 1 or 2); 2 hours must be 
in child abuse recognition and reporting requirements; remaining hours either Category 1 or 2 (Penns. Med. Soc. DO License Renewal) 
 
2 hours of CME is required on pain management or identification of addiction, as well as 2 hours on practices of prescribing or dispensing opioids 
within 12 months of initial licensure. Subsequent license renewals require 2 hours of CME on pain management, identification of addiction, or 
prescribing practices. (AMA Ed Hub; Pa. Code tit. 49, § 25.271) 

PR YES NO 

60 hours every 3 years; 50% must be earned in areas related to the licensee’s specialty, subspecialty, or certification in question.  
 
2 hours must be earned on treatment of Dengue, Chikungunya, and Zika; one (1) hour on diabetes; one (1) hour on vaccination; one (1) hour on 
obesity prevention; one (1) hour on cardiovascular health; three (3) hours on pain management; three (3) hours on antibiotics; and four (4) hours on 
bioethics and professionalism. The remaining 44 hours may be earned in any topic.  
 
Physicians who work with individuals with autism must earn fifteen (15) CME hours related to autism and all pediatricians must complete six (6) 
hours of CME related to the condition. For physicians providing direct or indirect hospital emergency room services, 20 hours must address 
Emergency Medicine, including courses in life support (CPR, ACLS, and PALS), emergency management, and the study of emergency medicine 
(Reglamento General de la Junta de Licenciamiento y Disciplina Medica de Puerto Rico 9.1). 

RI YES YES 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be AMA Category 1 or AOA Category 1A (AMA Ed Hub); 2 hours on universal precautions, infection control, 
modes of transmission, bioterrorism, end of life education, palliative care, OHSA, ethics, or pain management. (CME Passport) 
 
A physician's participation in an American Board of Medical Specialty's (ABMS) Maintenance of Certification program will be considered equivalent 
to meeting CME requirement (216-RICR-40-05-1.5.5) 

SC YES YES 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1; at least 30 hours of which must be related directly to the licensee’s practice area and at least two 
(2) hours must be related to approved procedures for prescribing and monitoring schedules II-IV controlled substances (SC LSR CE Guidance) 
 
Applicants may instead demonstrate to the Board certification of added qualifications or recertification after examination by a national specialty board 
recognized by the American Board of Medical Specialties or American Osteopathic Association or another approved specialty board certification. 
(SC Code § 40-47-40) 

SD NO N/A South Dakota does not have a set number of required CME credit hours for physician license renewal. (AMA Ed Hub) 

TN-M YES  NO 

40 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1 (TN BME CME FAQ)  
 
At least 2 of 40 required hours on controlled substance prescribing, which must include instruction in the Department’s treatment guidelines on 
opioids, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, and carisoprodol and may include topics such as medicine addiction, risk management tools, and other 
topics approved by the Board; providers of intractable pain treatment must have specialized CME in pain management (Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 
0880-02-.19.;Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.14.; ) 

TN-O YES NO 
40 hours every 2 years; all must be AOA 1A or 2A; at least 2 of the 40 hours shall be a course(s) designated specifically to address prescribing 
practices (Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 1050-02-.12; TN DOH Guidance). 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/049/chapter16/s16.19.html#:~:text=Official%20documentation%20proving%20completion%20of,prove%20compliance%20with%20this%20subsection.
https://www.pamedsoc.org/education-cme/licensure-renewal-check-list
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Pennsylvania
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/049/chapter25/s25.271.html&d=reduce
https://www.salud.pr.gov/CMS/DOWNLOAD/6149
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/Rhode-Island
https://content.cmepassport.org/staterequirement/rhode-island-board-of-medical-licensure-and-discipline/
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/216-40-05-1
https://llr.sc.gov/med/ce.aspx
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c047.php
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/state-cme/South-Dakota
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/healthprofboards/medicalexaminers/MDcmefaqs.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880-02.20191023.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880-02.20191023.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0880/0880-02.20191023.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/1050/1050-02.20141127.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/osteo-board/osteo-board/continuing-education.html
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TX YES YES 

48 hours every 2 years; 24 must be AMA Category 1 or AOA Category 1A; 2 of those 24 hours must be on medical ethics and/or professional 
responsibility including, but not limited, to courses in risk management, domestic abuse or child abuse; a human trafficking prevention course must 
be completed as part of the medical ethics and/or professional responsibility requirement; the remaining 24 hours may be composed of informal self-
study, attendance at hospital lectures, grand rounds, or case conferences not approved for formal CME, and shall be recorded in a manner that can 
be easily transmitted to the board upon request (Tex. Admin. Code tit. 22, § 161.35.; TMB Guidance). 
 
For licensees with direct patient care practice, no less than 2 hours of CME regarding safe and effective pain management related to the prescription 
of opioids and other controlled substances must be completed in each of the first two renewal periods following initial licensure, and every eight 
years thereafter (Tex. Admin Code tit 3 § 156.055.). 
 
For licensees practicing in pain management clinics, licensees must complete 10 hours of CME annually in pain management (Texas Medical Board 
Rule 172.3). 
 
Physicians are exempted from CME requirements if in the preceding 36 months the physician becomes board certified or recertif ied by a specialty 
board approved by the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) (Tex. Admin Code tit 3 § 156.052.) 

UT YES NO 

40 hours every 2 years; 34 must be Category 1; 6 hours maximum may come from the Division of Occupational & Professional Licensing. Up to 
15% may come from providing volunteer health care services with one CME credit for every four hours of documented service and participation in 
an AOA- or ACCME residency program (Utah Admin. Code R156-67-304; UT DOPL Guidance)  
 
A controlled substance prescriber shall complete at least 3.5 hours of CE in one or more controlled substance prescribing classes (Utah Code 58-
37-6.5.). 
 
Physicians must also complete at least 1 online suicide prevention training course from a list provided by the Utah Department of Commerce Division 
of Occupational and Professional Licensing (DOPL) (Utah Admin. Code r. 156-67-303.) 

VT-M YES NO 
30 hours every 2 years; 1 hour must be on hospice, palliative care, or pain management services. For each licensee who holds a DEA number, at 
least 2 CME hours must be on safe and effective prescribing of controlled substances and pain management. (12-5 Vt. Code R. § 200:22.1; VMS 
Guidance) 

VT-O YES NO 
30 hours every 2 years; (Code Vt. R. 04 030 220) The 30 hours of continuing medical education shall meet the requirements established by the 
Board by rule (26 V.S.A § 1836). 

VI YES NO 
Completing at least 40 hours each year; provided that the Board may accept an average of 40 hours, but under no circumstances less than 25 
hours of continuing medical education each year over a three-year period. (VI Code 27 § 38d) 

VA YES NO 
60 hours every 2 years; 30 of which must be Category 1. Up to 15 Category 2 hours may be satisfied through the provision of voluntary services 
to low-income individuals through a local health department or free clinic. (18 Va. Admin. Code 85-20-235; DHP Guidance) 

WA-M YES YES 

200 hours every 4 years. Physicians may earn all 200 CME hours in Category 1, but may earn a maximum of 80 hours each of Category 2, 3, 4, 
and 5. (WAC 246-919-460; WMC Guidance) Every physician must take a one-time, six (6) hour CE course in suicide assessment, treatment, and 
management (RCW 43.70.442).  
 
Physicians must complete a minimum of two hours of CME related to health equity every licensure cycle (WAC 246-12-820). 
 
Effective 1/1/19, a physician licensed to prescribe opioids shall complete a one-time CE requirement regarding best practices in the prescribing of 
opioids or the opioid prescribing rules in this chapter. The CE must be at least one hour in length (WAC 246-919-875) 
 

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=05%2F29%2F2025&recordId=223427
https://www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/resources-cme-for-md-dos
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/OC/htm/OC.156.htm
https://www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/resources-cme-for-pain-managment-clinic
https://www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/resources-cme-for-pain-managment-clinic
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/OC/htm/OC.156.htm
https://adminrules.utah.gov/public/rule/R156-67/Current%20Rules
https://dopl.utah.gov/physician-and-surgeon/renew-a-license/
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter37/58-37-S6.5.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter37/58-37-S6.5.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter67/58-67-S303.html?v=C58-67-S303_2020051220200512
https://www.pdmpassist.org/Content/Documents/pdf/VT%20adc%2012-5-200_22%2028.%2033.pdf
https://vtmd.org/cme-requirements-and-course-resources
https://vtmd.org/cme-requirements-and-course-resources
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/vermont/04-220-Code-Vt-R-04-030-220-X
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/26/033/01836
https://law.justia.com/codes/virgin-islands/2019/title-27/chapter-1/subchapter-ii/38d/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/PractitionerResources/ContinuingEducation/Medicine/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/PractitionerResources/ContinuingEducation/Medicine/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-919-460
https://wmc.wa.gov/education/continuing-medical-education-cme-requirements
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.70.442
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-12-820
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-919-875
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In lieu of CME hours, physicians may also obtain a current Physician's Recognition Award from the American Medical Association in at least two of 
the four years preceding the renewal due date; become certified by a member board of the American Board of Medical Specialties in the four years 
preceding the renewal due date; and meet the requirements for participation in maintenance of certification of a member board of the American 
Board of Medical Specialties at the time of renewal (WAC 246-919-430). 

WA-O YES YES 

150 hours every 3 years (WA Osteopathic Medical Assoc. & WAC 246-853-080); 60 must be Category 1 (WAC 246-853-070). Every osteopathic 
physician must take a one-time, six (6) hour CE course in suicide assessment, treatment, and management (WAC 246-853-065) 
 
Effective 1/1/19, an osteopathic physician licensed to prescribe opioids shall complete a one-time CE requirement regarding best practices in the 
prescribing of opioids and the current opioid prescribing rules in this chapter. The CE must be at least one hour in length. (WAC 246-853-685) 
 
Osteopathic physicians must complete a minimum of two hours of CME related to health equity every licensure cycle (WAC 246-12-820). 
 
The Board may accept certification or recertification with the American Board of Osteopathic Medical Specialties (ABOMS) or the American Board 
of Medical Specialties (ABMS) within the last six years, among other CME equivalents (WAC 246-853-080) 

WV-M YES YES 

50 hours every 2 years; all of which must be Category1. 30 hours of CME must be in the physician’s area(s) of specialty. Physicians may count up 
to 20 hours of medical student teaching/preceptorship in the 50-hour total. The 3-hour Board-approved Risk Assessment and Responsible 
Prescribing of Controlled Substances Training / Drug Diversion Training and Best Practice Prescribing of Controlled Substances Training CME can 
be used for 3 of the 50 CME hours (WV BOM Guidance). 
 
Physicians may satisfy all CME requirements except the 3-hour Board-approved Risk Assessment requirement by: sitting for and passing a 
certification or recertification examination of an ABMS member board and receiving certification or recertification during the relevant reporting period;  
successful involvement in maintenance of certification (MOC) through an ABMS member board during the relevant reporting period; or successfully 
completing of one full year of ACGME approved postgraduate training during the reporting period. (W. Va. Code, § 30-3-12) 

WV-O YES NO 

32 hours every 2 years; 16 of which must be AOA Category 1A or 1B. 
 
Beginning May 1, 2014, every physician as a prerequisite to license renewal shall complete a minimum of three (3) hours of drug diversion training 
and best practice prescribing of controlled substances training during the previous reporting period, which three (3) such hours may be provided 
only by a Board-approved program (American College of Surgeons: WV Chapter). 
 
A licensee participating in a clinical residency program for more than nine months out of the most recent licensing period may substitute a verification 
of participation in lieu of documentation of the CME hours specified (W. Va. Code R. § 24-1-15). 

WI YES NO 

30 hours every 2 years; all must be Category 1; 2 must be on the prescribing opioids and other controlled substances. These courses must be 
AMA or AOA Category 1, but no longer require specific approval from the MEB. This 30 hour requirement is separate from the 8 hour requirement 
from the DEA, but courses taken for the DEA requirement can be used to fulfill the CME requirement. (Wisconsin Dept. of Safety and Professional 
Services & Wis. Admin. Code MED § 13.02). 

WY YES YES 

60 hours every 3 years; all must be Category 1 or 2. Licensees with a controlled substance registration must complete one (1) hour of CME related 
to responsible prescribing of controlled substances or the treatment of substance abuse disorders every two (2) years. (Wyoming Board of Medicine 
Rules and Regulations, Ch. 3, § 7 (2021)) 
 
Licensees may earn CME in any combination of the following during the previous three (3) years: AMA-approved Category I or II continuing medical 
education; AOA-approved continuing medical education; a current AMA Physician's Recognition Award; or a current certificate from a specialty 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-919-430
https://woma.org/cme/wa-cme-requirements/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAc/default.aspx?cite=246-853-070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-853-065
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-853-685
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-12-820
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-080
https://wvbom.wv.gov/Cont_Med_Education.asp
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/30-3-12/
https://acswestvirginia.com/cme-requirements/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/west-virginia/W-Va-C-S-R-SS-24-1-15
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/Physician/CE.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/Physician/CE.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/med/13/02
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TL3tOrhHB_w1AVpLG9zrV5CtnqTwuQiG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TL3tOrhHB_w1AVpLG9zrV5CtnqTwuQiG/view
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board approved by the A.B.M.S. considered by the specialty board to be equivalent to the hours claimed to be attributable to such certificate by the 
licensee (052-3 Wyo. Code R. §§ 3-7) 

 

For informational purposes only: This document is not intended as a comprehensive statement of the law on this topic, nor to be relied upon as authoritative. Non-cited laws, 

regulation, and/or policy could impact analysis on a case-by-case or state-by-state basis. All information should be verified independently. 

 

Questions, comments, or corrections? Please contact advocacy@fsmb.org. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/wyoming/052-3-Wyo-Code-R-SS-3-7
mailto:advocacy@fsmb.org



