
 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 
States Modifying Continuing Medical Education Requirements in Response to COVID-19 

 
Last Updated: July 27, 2020 

 

States with Waivers: 27 

States without Waivers: 20 + DC 
Note: Colorado, Montana and South Dakota do not require CME 

 

State Note Citation 

Alabama 

• The Board and Commission recognize the difficulty licensees may have meeting the 
annual CME requirement in 2020 due to the public health emergency.  Consequently, all 
licensees are  exempt from the continuing medical education requirements for the 
calendar year 2020, and no audit for 2020 will be conducted.  This includes the annual 
requirement of 25 credits for license renewal, the biannual requirement of 2 credits for 
ACSC renewal, and the biannual requirement of 4 credits for QACSC renewal. 

ALBME Guidance 
 

State Resource Page 

Alaska • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Arizona 

• A state agency or board that licenses individuals or entities as indicated herein shall: … b) 
Defer requirements to complete continuing education by six months, unless those 
requirements can be completed online or due to the nature of the license is not practical; 
c) Suspend any rules that prevent or limit the amount of online or alternative learning 
hours permitted to issue or renew a license. 

Executive Order 2020-
17 

 
State Resource Page 

Arkansas • [No information found] State Resource Page 

California 

• Waiver of any CME or examination requirements for the renewal of licenses that expire 
from March 31, 2020, through June 30, 2020, and allow up to six months after the state 
of emergency declaration is lifted for licensees to make up these requirements. This 
applies to physicians as well as other licensees who are due for renewal during this 
window. 

CMA Guidance 
 

State Resource Page 

Colorado 

• Colorado is one of only three states that does not require any continuing medical 
education for physicians. Not only does Colorado not require doctors to complete 
continuing education courses in order to renew their licenses, the state’s Medical Practice 
Act actually forbids the state medical board from requiring continuing education. 

Article re: CME 
 

State Resource Page 

Connecticut 

• Under Executive Order 7DD, the continuing education requirements for providers with 
annual continuing education requirements are suspended for a period of (1) year.  
Additionally, for those provider types that have other continuing education requirements, 
such requirements are suspended for a period of six (6) months. 

Article re: CME 
Executive Order 7DD 
State Resource Page 

Delaware 

• When completing your on-line renewal, the continuing education attestation page will 
ask if you have been unable to complete your required continuing education due to the 
Governor’s declared state of emergency. Any licensee who attests that s/he has had 
difficulty completing CEs before renewal due to the declared state of emergency will be 
immediately granted additional time to complete their CEs. If the declared state of 
emergency has impacted your ability to complete your CEs, you will be given until sixty 
days after the lifting of the state of emergency to complete your CEs for this renewal cycle.  

DPR Guidance 
 
 
 

State Resource Page 

Florida 
• [DOs]: On March 13, the Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine waived the requirement 

for live, participatory attendance for certain CE courses for the 2018-2020 biennium. 
Osteo Board Guidance 
State Resource Page 

Georgia • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Hawaii • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Idaho 

• Temporary Suspension of rules: 22.01.01.079 Rules of the Board of Medicine for the 
Licensure to Practice Medicine and Osteopathic Medicine [Continuing Medical Education 
(CME)] (requiring every person licensed to practice medicine and surgery or osteopathic 
medicine or surgery in Idaho shall complete no less than forty hours of practice relevant, 
Category 1, CME every two years.) 

Supplemental 
Proclamation (4/2) 
Board of Med Rules 

BOM Guidance 
State Resource Page 

https://www.albme.org/cme.html
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/2019-coronavirus.html
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/Human-Coronavirus.aspx
https://azgovernor.gov/file/34330/download?token=IjUmztN7
https://azgovernor.gov/file/34330/download?token=IjUmztN7
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-home
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/novel-coronavirus
https://www.cmadocs.org/newsroom/news/view/ArticleId/48796/Gov-Newsom-temporarily-relaxes-scope-requirements-in-anticipation-of-COVID-19-surge
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/ncov2019.aspx
https://coloradosun.com/2018/12/11/colorado-doctors-continuing-education-university-colorado/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/round-up-of-recent-connecticut-41299/?
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7DD.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus
https://dpr.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/03/CE-Deadline-Extension-Letter-CPR.pdf
https://dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/epi/2019novelcoronavirus.html
https://floridasosteopathicmedicine.gov/latest-news/temporary-changes-to-ce-requirements-covid-19/
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/COVID-19/
https://dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/advisories/novel-coronavirus-2019/
https://www.eatrightidaho.org/app/uploads/2020/04/pdf/p/proclamation_additional-rule-waivers_040220.pdf
https://www.eatrightidaho.org/app/uploads/2020/04/pdf/p/proclamation_additional-rule-waivers_040220.pdf
https://casetext.com/regulation/idaho-administrative-code/title-idapa-22-board-of-medicine/rule-220101-rules-of-the-board-of-medicine-for-the-licensure-to-practice-medicine-and-osteopathic-medicine-in-idaho
https://bom.idaho.gov/BOMPortal/Home.aspx
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/
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• Waiver of CME requirements: During the COVID-19 response, the Board may waive or 
extend the time to complete CME credits required for licensure renewal. 

Illinois 

• The Department has also allowed participation in continuing education remotely for 
programs or requirements that had mandated in person participation.  This requirement 
did not apply to all professions regulated by IDFPR.  For medical or osteopathic physicians 
and surgeons and chiropractic physicians the requirement for 60 hours of Category I 
continuing education did not include a requirement for in person attendance. 

Article re: CME 
 

State Resource Page 

Indiana • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Iowa 

• All requirements for in-person continuing medical education and all deadlines and other 
requirements for continuing medical education that are unable to be satisfied due to the 
health emergency, are temporarily suspended during the period of this health emergency. 
If a licensee is unable to complete the required continuing medical education required for 
renewal of their Iowa medical license due to the health emergency, they should note that 
on their next renewal application. 

Emergency Declaration 
(3/22) 

 
State Resource Page 

Kansas 

• Continuing Education Deadline Extensions: The Board is extending continuing education 
deadlines until 90 days following the termination of the State of Disaster Emergency 
declaration for licensees who were unable to obtain the required continuing education 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Licensees currently in the renewal process will certify 
either that you have completed the required CEs, or, if you have not yet completed them, 
that you understand you are required by law to complete them within 90 days following 
termination of the State of Disaster Emergency declaration. The Board will verify 
compliance by auditing an undetermined percentage of renewal applications. 

KSBHA Guidance 
 
 
 

State Resource Page 

Kentucky • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Louisiana 

• General CME requirements and CME audits will be temporarily suspended for 2020 
(however, this does not apply to the 3 hour required CME on controlled dangerous 
substances (CDS) for first time license renewal of authorized prescribers of CDS. There are 
many online options provided for this educational requirement.) 

LSBME Guidance 
 

State Resource Page 

Maine 
• Keep licenses from expiring or needing to be renewed for 30 days after the declaration of 

the emergency (including CME requirements). 
Executive Order 3/24 
State Resource Page 

Maryland • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Massachusetts 

• For the duration of this state of emergency and until December 31, 2020, the continuing 
medical education (CME) requirement for physicians is suspended.  Any physician with a 
CME requirement whose license is due for renewal on April 2, 2020 through and including 
Dec. 31, 2020 will not be required to complete any CME requirement. 

Interim Policy re: CME 
 

State Resource Page 

Michigan 

• Effective immediately… LARA may renew a license to practice… regardless of whether the 
licensee has satisfied the continuing education requirement applicable to their license… 
LARA may recognize hours worked responding to the COVID-19 emergency as hours 
toward continuing education courses or programs required for licensure. 

• Any and all provisions in Article 15 of the Public Health Code are temporarily suspended, 
in whole or part, to the extent necessary to allow health care professionals licensed and 
in good standing in any state or territory in the United States to practice in Michigan 
without criminal, civil, or administrative penalty related to lack of licensure… (C) 
Continuing education while the emergency declaration is in effect. 

Executive Order 2020-
13 

 
State Resource Page 

Minnesota 

• EO 20-23 authorizes Health-Related Licensing Boards to defer continuing education 
reporting requirements until the first full reporting cycle following termination of the 
peacetime emergency. It is important to note that continuing education requirements are 
deferred and NOT waived. 

Press Release re: CME 
Executive Order 20-23 
State Resource Page 

Mississippi 
• We have decided to extend the deadline for CME from June 30, 2020, to December 31, 

2020. It is important for you to realize you will still be required to renew your license 
during the renewal period from May 1, 2020, to June 30, 2020. 

MSBML Guidance re: 
CME 

State Resource Page 

Missouri • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Montana 
• Montana is one of only three states that does not require any continuing medical 

education for physicians. 
Link 

State Resource Page 

Nebraska 

• [EO 20-10] also defers the requirements for healthcare providers to pay initial licensing 
fees or to complete continuing education. 

• Licenses due to be renewed during the declared emergency will be extended until 30 days 
after Executive Order 20-10 is no longer in effect. Renewal notices will then be sent, and 
licensees will have 90 days to renew by attesting to meeting the continuing education 
requirement and paying the renewal fee. 

Article re: Waivers  
Executive Order 20-10 

EO 20-10 FAQs 
State Resource Page 

Nevada • [No information found] State Resource Page 

http://www.cmvlaw.com/idfpr-extends-dfor-physician-and-nursing-licensure-renewal-
http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus
https://www.in.gov/coronavirus/?utm_source=agency-website&utm_medium=&utm_campaign=&utm_term=&utm_content=
https://medicalboard.iowa.gov/
https://medicalboard.iowa.gov/
https://idph.iowa.gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-Coronavirus
http://www.ksbha.org/documents/misc/Memo_3_CE_Extension.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/Pages/covid19.aspx
https://www.lsbme.la.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Plain%20Language%20Guidance%20regarding%20Board%20Changes%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Crisis.%20REVdocx.pdf
http://ldh.la.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.maine.gov/md/covid-19
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus.shtml
https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Pages/Novel-coronavirus.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/doc/policy-20-03-interim-policy-on-continuing-medical-education-requirement-april-2-2020/download
https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522016--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522016--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://mn.gov/boards/assets/EO%2020-23%20-%20FINAL_tcm21-426871.pdf
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/archive/execorders/20-23.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/coronavirus
https://www.msbml.ms.gov/coronavirus
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/14,0,420.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/
https://www.continuingeducation.com/medicine/state-ce-requirements/montana
https://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/coronavirusmt
https://www.1011now.com/content/news/569123701.html
https://www.1011now.com/content/news/569123701.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zkjyf5vca2i5kdz/EO%2020-10%20-%20Additional%20Healthcare%20Workforce%20Capacity.pdf?dl=0
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19%20Executive%20Order%2020-10%20FAQ.pdf
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Programs/OPHIE/dta/Hot_Topics/Coronavirus/
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New Hampshire 

• The following changes shall be made for all professionals, licensed by the… OPLC… (1) 
Certain continuing education requirements for licensed professionals waived… all CE 
requirements are hereby waived for those licensees who are scheduled to renew between 
March 13, 2020 and December 31, 2020. (2)… for licensees whose continuing education 
requirements are not waived under (1) above, licensees shall be allowed to complete CE 
through remote instruction until December 31, 2020… 

Exhibit H to EO #29 
 

State Resource Page 

New Jersey • [No information found] State Resource Page 

New Mexico 

• [MDs]: Pursuant to 16.10.4.15 NMAC: A physician unable to fulfill the CME requirements 
prior to the date of license expiration may apply to the board for an emergency deferral 
of the requirements by submitting a request in writing no later than July 1 of the renewal 
year. A designee of the board may grant a deferral of up to 90 days." 

• [DOs]: Due to the public health emergency declared by Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 
in Executive Order 2020-004, and to the cancellation of continuing education (CE) 
opportunities, the Board of Osteopathic Medicine will implement the following 
procedures through the Regulation and Licensing Department, Boards and Commissions 
staff: Boards and Commissions staff will process renewals without the proof of continuing 
CE credit needed for renewal during the pendency of the public health emergency 
instituted by Executive Order 2020-004… When the public health emergency is lifted, 
Boards and Commissions staff will send out a notice to licensees stating that the licensee 
has 6 months, depending upon the Board or Commission, to submit their proof of CE or 
be subject to discipline by the Board. 

NMMB Guidance re: 
CME 

 
 

NMBOM Notice 
 
 

State Resource Page 

New York • [No information found] State Resource Page 

North Carolina • [No information found] State Resource Page 

North Dakota 
• There have been no other statutory or rule changes regarding licensure, renewals, CME 

requirements, etc.… 

NDBOM April 
Newsletter 

State Resource Page 

Ohio 

• Beginning immediately, the Medical Board will suspend enforcement of the continuing 
education requirements for the renewal of a license issued by the State Medical Board of 
Ohio. This includes, but is not limited to, the requirement for Ohio physicians to obtain 50 
hours of Category 1 CME at the time of their license renewal. The exercise of this 
enforcement discretion is effective the day the State of Ohio declared an emergency, 
March 9, 2020, and will apply to renewals due by March 1, 2021 

Article re: CME and 
Emergency Licensure 

 
State Resource Page 

Oklahoma • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Oregon 
• Licensees will not be asked to report specialty board recertification or completed CME 

hours until the end of the next licensure biennium. 

State CME Page 
State Resource Page 

Pennsylvania 

• BPOA may suspend any continuing education (C.E.) requirements for such applicants 
seeking a temporary license. 

• Re: DOs - The Osteopathic Board does not have a statutory provision for the issuance of 
temporary licenses; however, out-of-state licensees can apply for an unrestricted license. 
These licenses also have continuing education requirements suspended by the Governor. 

PA Dept. of State 
Guidance 

 
State Resource Page 

Rhode Island • [No information found] State Resource Page 

South Carolina • [No information found] State Resource Page 

South Dakota 
• South Dakota is one of only three states that does not require any continuing medical 

education for physicians. 
Link 

State Resource Page 

Tennessee 

• Rules and policies are hereby suspended to the extent necessary to suspend the 
requirement that individuals complete or submit proof of continuing education 
requirements or otherwise demonstrate continuing competence as a condition of 
reinstating a license, certificate or registration. 

Executive Order #20 
(Re: CME) 

State Resource Page 

Texas 

• Continuing Education requirements related to this renewal extension will be waived. 
Physician and physician assistant licensees whose current permit expired/expires on 
2/28/2020 or 5/31/2020 will automatically be extended through 8/31/2020, and any late 
fees previously accrued will be waived. Newly licensed physicians and physician assistants 
whose initial registration is due in March, April, May or June of 2020 will have that due 
date extended to 8/31/2020 as well. 

TMB Guidance 
 
 

State Resource Page 

Utah 
• The requirement to participate in "live" CE hours is temporarily suspended for those with 

license expiration dates between now and September 30, 2020. 

DOPL Notice re: CME 
State Resource Page 

Vermont 

• Vermont will allow a continuing medical education extension of up to 180 days and 
provide alternatives to face-to-face CME opportunities impacted by COVID-19. Online 
courses and training will be allowed. An extension will be granted if you are unable to 
complete your continuing medical education due to any of the following circumstances: 

Office of Professional 
Regulation Guidance 

 
 

https://www.governor.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt336/files/files/inline-documents/emergency-order-29-ex-h.pdf
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml
https://www.nmmb.state.nm.us/
https://www.nmmb.state.nm.us/
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/uploads/files/Ostepahtic%20Medicine%20-%20Public%20Notice.pdf
https://cv.nmhealth.org/
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/public-health/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-response-north-carolina
https://www.ndbom.org/userfiles/files/APRIL%20FINAL%20NEWS%20BLAST%202020.pdf
https://www.ndbom.org/userfiles/files/APRIL%20FINAL%20NEWS%20BLAST%202020.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/diseases-conditions/coronavirus
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=dd0d7f5c-4fb3-4220-aa8f-643edf1075a2&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2020-03-26&utm_term=
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=dd0d7f5c-4fb3-4220-aa8f-643edf1075a2&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2020-03-26&utm_term=
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/
https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/
https://www.oregon.gov/omb/Topics-of-Interest/Pages/Continuing-Education.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Pages/emerging-respiratory-infections.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/Documents/2020-03-18-Temporary-Licenses-Out-of-State-Practitioners.pdf
https://www.dos.pa.gov/Documents/2020-03-18-Temporary-Licenses-Out-of-State-Practitioners.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://health.ri.gov/diseases/respiratory/?parm=163
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.continuingeducation.com/medicine/state-ce-requirements/montana
https://doh.sd.gov/news/Coronavirus.aspx
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee20.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee20.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov.html
http://www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/renewals
https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://dopl.utah.gov/docs/COVID-19_CE2_signed.pdf
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/
https://cms.sec.state.vt.us:8443/share/s/AkPaa4uFQTuBzkySr5EyQg
https://cms.sec.state.vt.us:8443/share/s/AkPaa4uFQTuBzkySr5EyQg
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(A) The in-person CME activity was cancelled due to COVID-19; (B) You feel your health 
may be at risk by attending an in-person CME activity due to the spread of COVID-19; 
and/or, (C) You feel your health may be at risk by the required travel to attend an in-
person CME activity due to the spread of COVID-19 

State Resource Page 

Virginia 

• Existing Virginia code provides that “The board may grant an exemption for all or part of 
the requirements for circumstances beyond the control of the licensee, such as temporary 
disability, mandatory military service, or officially declared disasters.” If the licensee is 
unable to complete all of the required 60 hours of CME due to the COVID-19 crisis, he/she 
will indicate this at the time of license renewal. The licensee will then be asked to explain 
the reasons he/she was unable to complete the 60 hours (i.e. canceled courses). 

8 VAC § 85-20-235 (G) 
 

State Resource Page 

Washington 

• The language of each statutory and regulatory provision specified below is hereby waived 
and suspended in its entirety: Barriers to continued and uninterrupted healthcare 
practice, including continuing education and other training requirements and license 
renewal deadlines. 

Proclamation 20-32 

 
State Resource Page 

Washington, DC • [No information found] Resource Page 

West Virginia 

• The following statutory regulations are to be suspended for the duration of the State of 
Emergency: … the requirement that individuals graduating from ACGME programs have 
to complete 40 hours of continuing medical education prior to licensure… the 
requirement that physicians biennially furnish proof of completion of 32 hours of CME 
prior to renewal. 

Executive Order 07-20 
 

State Resource Page 

Wisconsin • [No information found] State Resource Page 

Wyoming • [No information found] State Resource Page 

 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/infectious-disease/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title18/agency85/chapter20/section235/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/novel-coronavirus/
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-32%20-%20COVID-19%20DOH%20Healthcare%20Worker%20Licensing%20%28tmp%29.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/emergencies/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89501
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-unit/disease/novel-coronavirus/

