Administration of the U.S. Medical Licensing Examination Step 3:
Time Limits for Completion
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After 2 failed attempts, licensee may be interviewed or evaluated by the board
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No limit - however physicians are required to meet certain criteria if they fail an exam 3
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7 attempts (all 3 steps)

- Number of times candidates for licensure may take USMLE Step 3 Requirements to repeat Step 3 if not passed in designated number of attempts

Further education or training

Must have either completed additional PGT or ABMS certified
Minimum of 4 years continuous licensure in another state and ABMS certified may be
considered
N/A
None
After 3 failed attempts, 1 additional year ACGME- or AOA-approved GME

N/A
N/A
1 year of additional Board-approved training

Remedial training; may be required to be interviewed, evaluated, or examined by the
Board
A person who has failed any combination of steps 5 times must undergo remedial
education
After 3 failed attempts, 3 years of progressive GME required
After 3 failed attempts, must appear before Board for approval to take a fourth or

subsequent attempt

After 3 failed attempts, applicant may request waiver
N/A

Myst pass within 4 years of first sitting for Step 3; Otherwise must complete 1 year of
postgraduate training before re-sitting
N/A

After 3 failed attempts, 1 additional year ACGME- or AOA-approved GME

N/A
Further education, training, or experience
Further education, training, or experience

No applicant may have failed any step more than 5 times

N/A
After 3 failed attempts, 1 year of GME required before 4th attempt

N/A

None
N/A
Remedial training

N/A

Remedial training

Board review

1 additional year of training or other assessment, training, or evaluation program(s)
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